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Oslo, May 12th, 2020 

 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
The World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists (WFSA) represents hundreds of thousands of 
anaesthesiologists in more than 150 countries and are in official relations with the WHO. Our mission 
is “To unite anaesthesiologists around the world to improve patient care and access to safe 
anaesthesia and perioperative medicine”. In our position paper of the role of anaesthesiologists, we 
state: “Anaesthesiology is the medical science and practice of anaesthesia. It includes anaesthesia for 
surgical, obstetric and trauma care, and areas of practice such as perioperative medicine, pain 
medicine, resuscitation, and intensive care medicine”.  The scope of our practice varies in different 
parts of the world, and Europe is one of the parts of the world where we are most active in intensive 
care medicine. 
 
Many of our national member societies include intensive care medicine specialists, both in their 
practice and in the name of their society. The European Society of Anaesthesiology has a proven 
record of intensive care medicine as a part of its activities, education and examination and research.  
If the ESA members want to illustrate that intensive care medicine is an integral part of the practice of 
anaesthesiology by changing their name, this is within the WFSA scope. It will also illustrate and could 
be an inspiration to those parts of the world where anaesthesiologist are confined to the operating 
theatre: With the correct training, anaesthesiologists can make a major contribution in intensive care 
medicine, as can other specialists with additional competency-based training. 
 
A name change in itself does not make one competent to practice in Intensive Care Medicine, but will 
illustrate ESAs commitment to be active in all fields of the most interesting and rewarding speciality in 
medicine – namely “anaesthesiology”, including perioperative medicine (including anaesthesia), 
intensive care medicine, pain medicine and critical emergency medicine.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Dr Jannicke Mellin-Olsen 
WFSA President 
 

 

 

 


