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Brussels, 25 May 2020 

 

 

 

Dear ESICM president, President-Elect, and CEO, 

 

Thank you for taking the time to write to us last week. 

 

We are very surprised to learn that ESICM has taken issue with an internal decision, 

such as a name change, of an independent society and – as we have learned from 

our members – is actively interfering in this process.  

 

As this is a complex matter with many different elements factoring into our decision, 

perhaps it is best we be clear about our intentions in order for you (as well as the 

members of both our societies, many of whom overlap) to better understand the 

decision we have taken. Representing our full community is incredibly important, now 

more than ever, and that includes adapting the name of our Society to better reflect 

the daily efforts of all our members. 

 

These doctors – our members and larger community – have acquired the necessary 

competencies, as we have discussed, to take care of patients in the ICU. No claim 

has been made that a title would give this competency.  In fact, during our meeting 

with you earlier this year, we mutually agreed that intensive care activities should be 

based on competencies and not on an “a priori” diploma or certification. 

 

Therefore, we are very surprised by both your reaction and subsequent actions 

towards our Society and its members. During these dark and uncertain times, we are 

all working day and night for the better health and survival of our patients. This is 

what unites us and, while this pandemic continues to rage on, really should be our 

main focus and topic of discussion towards our fatigued members and community. 

Engaging and involving them in our personal opinions and strife in fact goes against 

our mission statement of working together for a better future. It is deplorable that this 

common goal gets now lost in a semantic discussion about the names of each 

other’s societies.  

 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Prof. Kai Zacharowski 

President 

Prof. Stefan De Hert 

Vice-President 
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